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Myriad options 
available for 
training

Redbird Simulations always 
brings something interesting to 
Oshkosh, and this year it was a 
Piper Cub full-motion simulator, 
to celebrate the 75th anniversary 
of the Cub. The yellow simulator 
even has a propeller that must be 
hand-propped to start the engine. 

Redbird chairman Jerry Gre-
goire said he believes the simula-
tor could be used to teach pilots 
how to fly tailwheel  airplanes. 
And after trying three landings 
in the sim (and having taught in 
J-3 Cubs), I agree that the simu-
lator would be a useful trainer. 
The rudder was not very pow-
erful, and a lot of rudder was 
needed to keep the ball centered, 
but the simulated Cub slips 
nicely, and I did have to coordi-
nate rudder, aileron and elevator 
to stay lined up on the runway. 

Gregoire said it’s possible 
to ground loop the simulator. I 
didn’t try that, but it would be 
better to experience a simulated 
first ground loop than the dam-
age that might happen ground-
looping the real airplane. All of 
Redbird’s devices at the show, 
including an X-Wind trainer, 
desktop TD training devices, 
the Cub and a full-motion twin-
engine simulator, were sold dur-
ing the show, Gregoire said. 

The company also announced 
the sale of five simulators to Avic 
International Holding, Red-
bird’s new distributor for China, 
Macau and South Africa. This 
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While the 60th EAA AirVenture didn’t dis-

appoint in the normal arenas of kitbuilt aircraft, 

workshops, new light sport aircraft, ultralights, 

warbirds, stirring airshow aerobatics, a perfor-

mance by the Steve Miller Band, outdoor movies, 

bratwurst roasting on the grill, 200 Piper Cubs, 

heat and thunderstorms and more, there were 

signs that this show is changing. The prominent 

new chalets on the front line of the flight line were 

an obvious change. That they were comfortably 

air-conditioned offered relief to show-goers who 

were invited inside, especially on the broiling Mon-

day and Wednesday of the show. But there were 

other, more subtle signs of the growing impor-

tance of AirVenture on the show circuit.

Embraer, for example, for the first time 

arranged for a Super Tucano light attack single-

engine turboprop to be displayed at the show. 

The public display was in partnership with Sierra 

Nevada, which is in competition against Hawker 

Beechcraft’s AT-6 for the U.S. Air Force Light Air 

Support contract. That AirVenture was the venue 

for a highly contentious military contract added 

some spice and made it feel more like attending a 

traditional show on the aerospace circuit.

In the past, AirVenture has seen plenty of 

new jet announcements, but that was when the 

economy was in better shape and manufactur-

ers were rushing to fill every conceivable market 

niche. This year’s AirVenture was more subdued, 

but there were new aircraft announcements, 

from Cessna’s Turbo Skylane JT-A to Champion’s 

powerful Xtreme Decathlon and Vans Aircraft’s 

equally powerful, aerobatic (and unexpected) 

RV-14. Diamond Aircraft brought D-Jet prepro-

duction prototype S/N 003, with new upswept 

winglets, and is moving ahead now that the 

 aerodynamic configuration is frozen.

There was no shortage of iPad announce-

ments, from compelling new apps such as Bendix/

King’s Wingman and updates to existing apps and 

a slew of devices that bring GPS and ADS-B sig-

nals to tablet devices. One announcement that 

generated a lot of excitement was the Redbird 

Simulations-Bad Elf partnership, which has devel-

oped a special cable that allows use of iPads with 

PC-compatible simulation software (including 

Redbird simulators). The cable spoofs the iPad 

into thinking that it is located wherever the sim-

ulation is taking place, so the iPad can be used 

to navigate and display location-accurate moving 

maps while simu-flying.

What is also interesting is that more compa-

nies are using Oshkosh as a testing ground for 

new products. Esterline CMC Electronics brought 

a new full-size simulation of its SmartDeck avion-

ics suite for pilots to try. The Rockwell Collins tent 

featured stations where visitors could fly HUD 

approaches or try out the new touchscreen Pro 

Line Fusion displays. Redbird built a Piper Cub 

simulator to help celebrate the iconic taildragger’s 

75th birthday. Cessna mocked up a single-engine 

turboprop cabin and asked visitors to fill out a sur-

vey (on an iPad, of course) on what they thought 

of the concept. And plenty of other exhibitors wel-

comed attendees who wanted to poke, prod and 

maybe even buy myriad products.

Attendance was down from last year, to 

508,000 from 541,000, and 802 commercial 

exhibitors signed up for this year’s AirVenture, 

down one from last year. The airplane camping 

areas looked full this year, as did Camp Schol-

ler, and showplane registrations included 2,489 

homebuilts, 907 vintage airplanes, 336 warbirds, 

105 ultralights, 97 seaplanes, 35 aerobatic air-

craft, 31 rotorcraft and a yellow sea of 200 Piper 

Cubs. “It was another great AirVenture,” said 

EAA president and CEO Rod Hightower. “Record 

heat early in the week and a passing thunder-

storm or two during the week were the kind of 

challenges we expect and prepare for, and every-

one handled the situation well.” 

The show closed on Sunday July 29, and on 

Saturday night, crowds viewed the fireworks at 

the Rockwell Collins night airshow. Hightower 

praised the more than 4,800 volunteers who 

help make AirVenture possible every year. “I can’t 

thank our EAA volunteers and staff enough,” 

he said. “AirVenture is so vast and there are so 

many activities going on simultaneously that we 

couldn’t possibly host the world’s greatest avi-

ation event year after year without the tireless 

efforts of everyone involved.”

is an interesting move because 
in China it is difficult to fly gen-
eral aviation aircraft, due to lack 
of access to military-controlled 
airspace and the need for gov-
ernment permission to do any 
kind of flying. Simulators offer 
the opportunity for future Chi-
nese pilots to get started learning, 
then transition to real airplanes 
later when that becomes possi-
ble. “China is going to be a fab-
ulous market,” said John King, 
co-founder of King Schools, a 
Redbird distributor. 

In another indication of  the 
growth of  general aviation in 
China but also further invest-
ment in the U.S. market, Avic-
owned Continental Motors 
announced the establishment 
of  the Zulu Flight Training 
system. Zulu is bringing simu-
lators closer to potential cus-
tomers instead of  forcing them 
to drive to the nearest airport. 
The first Zulu site is at the 
Eastern Shore Centre mall in 
Spanish Fort, Ala. Plans call 
for additional locations in 
New York City, Atlanta and 
Beijing. Like the Redbird Sky-
port (at San Marcos Airport 
in Texas), Zulu offers a flat-
rate private pilot certificate 
for $8,500 or instrument rat-
ing for $7,500, using a combi-
nation of  training in Redbird 
simulators and airplanes. But 

in Zulu’s case, the airplane’s 
location will be flexible, so stu-
dents can pick which airport 
to fly from. “It’s not just the 
flexibility of  not [having] to go 
to the airport for the training,” 
said Continental Motors pres-
ident Rhett Ross. “We have the 
ability to move the airplanes 
around to an airport closest 
to our customer. The idea of 
a central site for the store is to 
get maximum flexibility dur-
ing business hours.” 

Sim Training with iPad
A new device developed 

by Redbird Simulations and 
GPS-maker Bad Elf  connects 
Apple iPads to flight simu-
lators, allowing pilots to use 
iPad moving-map apps while 
flying the simulator. The new 
Cygnus device allows pilots 
to fly with iPads using simula-
tors just as they would in the 
airplane, viewing the simula-
tor’s simulated location on the 
iPad’s moving map. “There are 
risks when using new technol-
ogy,” said John King. “You 
ought to have standard oper-
ating procedures [when using 
iPads] before getting into the 
airplane. And this should be 
part of  training.” 

Cygnus, unveiled at EAA 
AirVenture, comes in two ver-
sions. Pro Connect ($599) 

includes Bad Elf’s new Bluetooth 
GPS (up to five iOS devices) and 
software to make the iPad think 
it is flying wherever the simu-
lator has virtually located the 
device. Cygnus Home Direct 
($199) includes a special cable 
and software. Both versions con-
nect Redbird simulators and 
PCs running Microsoft Flight 
Simulator or X-Plane to the 
iPad and include six months 
free subscription to JeppView 
charts. Because many business 
aviation pilots are already fly-
ing with iPads, Bad Elf and Red-
bird are in discussions with three 
major simulator training com-
panies that are interested in the 
Cygnus technology, according to 
Bad Elf founder and lead engi-
neer Brett Hackleman and Red-
bird chairman Gregoire.

In an effort to help pilots incor-
porate iPads into their normal fly-
ing activities, King said he plans 
to have King Schools develop a 
training program and standard 
operating procedures for using 
iPads safely and effectively.

The Pro Connect was avail-
able for sale at the show, and the 
Home Direct device was due to 
be approved by the Apple Store 
shortly after AirVenture.

King Schools
King Schools has been busy 

adding new products, includ-
ing an online flight instruc-
tor refresher course and two 
new Part 135 recurrent train-
ing ground school courses. A 
new helicopter-specific ver-
sion is under development and 
will be available in next year’s 
first quarter. The flight instruc-
tor refresher course puts a new 
focus on risk management, a 
subject that King Schools co-
founders John and Martha King 
believe is of critical importance. 

“The idea is that previous 
courses have talked about things 
like lift, thrust, weight and drag 
that you covered as a private 
pilot,” John King explained. 
“The flight instructor’s true job 
is to create pilots who are capa-
ble of being good risk man-
agers. Our course focuses on 
helping instructors teach pilots 
to be good risk managers.”

King Schools is also helping 

instructors by placing free pri-
vate pilot and instrument rating 
syllabi on the King Schools CFI 
resources page.

Chinese  
delegation  
out in force

A growing Chinese pres-
ence was evident at this year’s 
AirVenture show, including a 
Chinese pavilion on the flight 
line and a delegation of Chinese 
visitors. Notably absent from 
the show, however, was any offi-
cial representation by Superior 
Aviation Beijing, the company 
that has put in a $1.79 billion 
bid to buy Hawker Beechcraft. 

A press conference held 
by Superior Air Parts, Supe-
rior Beijing’s Coppell, Texas-
based piston-engine parts and 
engine manufacturing busi-
ness, focused on the parts busi-
ness. “This is a Superior Air 
Parts press conference,” said 
CEO Tim Archer, “and not a 
Superior Aviation press con-
ference.” Superior Air Parts 
has returned to profitability, 
he noted, following the com-
pany’s bankruptcy and sale to 
the Chinese company in 2009. 

A key step for Superior Air 
Parts is certification of its Van-
tage piston engine in China. 
Superior’s facility in China has 
30 employees who are learn-
ing to build and service Vantage 
engines, and 25 engine kits were 
shipped to China to begin the 
training process. “We are in the 
process of applying for a [type 
certificate] under the CAAC,” 
Archer said, “to build our engines 

in China for the Chinese market.”
While Superior Air Parts is 

preparing for general  aviation 
growth in China, there are 
 constraints that belie projec-
tions of massive aircraft deliv-
eries in that country. “Until we 
can get the airspace [opened],” 
Archer said, “we have several 
challenges; airspace is one, the 
second is the learning curve of 
the CAAC. They’re trying to 
 understand general aviation. 
The third is the government, 
which is afraid of accidents. 
The fourth, which is prob-
ably most important, is the 
 infrastructure. We don’t have 
the airports we need. China 
is trying to get [military air-
ports] converted to either a mil-
itary/general aviation  airport or 
to exit the  military, put them 
somewhere else. 

“I think we’re going to start 
gradually seeing aircraft built 
in China over the next three 
years but we’re not going to 
see the numbers that we expect. 
We Americans look at this as 
the salvation of  aviation, but I 
don’t think it’s going to come as 
quickly as we want it to.”

Glasair Sold  
To Chinese Buyer

Last year, Fang Tieji, chair-
man of Jilin Hanxing Group, 
met with Glasair co-owner 
Mikael Via at AirVenture. Fang 
was interested in acquiring the 
rights to produce the Sports-
man high-wing piston single in 
China, but the result of those 
discussions was the recent sale of 
Glasair to Jilin Hanxing, which 
plans to certify the Sportsman. 

LOU SENO CELEBRATES GA

In 1955, six-year-old Lou Seno must have fallen in love with avia-
tion and what was then a much smaller airshow that has turned into the 
extravaganza that is EAA AirVenture. Seno attended his first EAA Fly-
In Convention 58 years ago in Milwaukee, Wis., and he hasn’t missed 
one show since. “It’s interesting over the last half century to see how 
it’s evolved,” Seno said. As chairman and CEO of Jet Support Services 
(JSSI), a maintenance program provider for business aircraft, Seno is 
much more attuned to the business aviation world, although his roots 
are experimental aircraft. Seno, his father and uncle built a Corben 
Baby Ace. Next came a Junior Ace, then they built an award-winning 
Wag-Aero Sport Trainer and a compos-
ite Pulsar. Seno, 66, currently flies a Beech 
Bonanza (his family’s third) and has also 
owned a Baron, Maule and Cub. On his 
bucket list is a fun airplane, something in 
the antique or classic mold. 

“Although I’m in the business jet 
business,” Seno said, “my passion is 
general aviation.” And he helps share 
that passion every year, by bringing 15 
to 20 JSSI employees to AirVenture, 
both to work at the company’s exhibit and to learn more about the 
roots of their industry. “Every year this event makes me proud to be 
a part of aviation,” he said, “and to see how far we’ve come over the 
last 58 years. The last few years have not been easy for the general 
aviation industry, but I am optimistic for our future.” � n

This year’s AirVenture event attracted 
more than half a million visitors to  
check out the homebuilts, vintage 
aircraft, warbirds, ultralights, seaplanes, 
aerobatic aircraft and rotorcraft.

Redbird Simulations brought a Piper Cub 
sim in celebration of the taildragger’s 
75th anniversary. The sim provided yet 
another way for young people to catch 
the aviation bug.

Redbird Simulations has partnered with  
Bad Elf on a cable that lets pilots use an 
iPad to navigate and display location-
accurate moving maps such as Jeppesen’s 
Mobile FliteDeck during simulator sessions.

� Continues on next page u 

Photography and story by Matt Thurber
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Via said that he and co-owner 
Tom Wathen “expressed our con-
cerns in our discussions about 
our existing customers and our 
employees. And we’ve gotten to 
know Mr. Fang and learn more 
about his plans. We feel this is an 
exciting opportunity. It’s going 
to add strength to the company 
and give the company product 
opportunities that Tom and I 
weren’t able to give.”

Ben Lee, an attorney who 
helped Jilin Hanxing with the 
purchase of Glasair, said that 
the Chinese company serves real 
estate, chemical, automotive and 
aviation markets. “As everyone 

knows,” he said, “aviation, espe-
cially private aviation in China, 
is virgin land, an area of large 
potential. Mr. Fang is the pio-
neer in private aviation in China; 
he is the private owner of the first 
FBO dealership in China for pri-
vate aircraft and laid the founda-
tion for Chinese private aviation.”

Fang expressed his excite-
ment about the purchase of Gla-
sair and said he plans to expand 
Glasair’s market in China sig-
nificantly. “We realize this is the 
first step for a long-term jour-
ney in expanding into the China 
market,” he said. Asked if it is 
possible to build an airplane like 
a Glasair in China and fly it, 
Fang said, “Ever since last year 
the Chinese government and air 
force have started to open up 
the airspace in several provinces. 
In the next 10 years, Glasair 
and my company plan to open 
40 FBOs and also 10 airports. 
We’re going to fulfill our dreams 
to have private [aircraft] flying 
all over China so we’re going 
to have our dreams come true.” 
Via (who has since left Glasair) 
elaborated about building air-
planes in China and explained, 
“Under the current regulations, 
no [it is not allowed]. However, I 

know that Mr. Fang is involved 
in policy meetings, and is work-
ing with the government.”

In other Chinese news, New 
Zealand’s Pacific Aerospace sold 
five P-750 XStol single-engine 
turboprop utility airplanes to its 
new Chinese distributor, Xi’an 
Yanliang National Aviation. 
“We’re really optimistic about this 
aircraft’s market in China,” said 
Jin Qiansheng, chairman of the 
Chinese company. “General avia-
tion in China is a new thing, we’ve 
never had it before. We’re really 
excited to see when the lower 
 altitudes in China open up.” 

Manufacturers 
show off  
aircraft options

At AirVenture, Cessna asked 
visitors to climb into a single-
engine turboprop cabin/cockpit 
mockup then fill out a survey. 
Visitors were asked about pric-
ing ($2 million was set on the 
survey’s slider bar, but takers 
could move that up and down), 
seating comfort and cabin space, 
basic performance specifica-
tions and buying interest. 

While Cessna has flight 
tested a single-engine turbo-
prop (a Mustang fuselage with 
a PT6 engine), this is not the 
same airplane. The concept 
turboprop seats seven, two in 
front and five in the cabin (with 
two center seats and a bench 
seat in the rear). The pressur-
ized cabin is 4.4 feet high and 
4.5 feet wide. With a full 1,200-
pound payload, range would be 
500 nm, which grows to a max-
imum range of 1,000 nm with 
an 800-pound payload. Cruise 
speed is listed as 260 ktas. 

The cockpit sports sidestick 
controls, along with a two-dis-
play Garmin G2000 avion-
ics suite with a single Garmin 
GTC 570 touchscreen controller 
mounted above the power lever 
and trim wheel and a flight guid-
ance panel above the PFD and 
MFD. An electronic standby dis-
play is located to the left of the 
pilot’s PFD. The engine gauges in 

the mockup show piston-engine 
parameters, so it’s hard to tell 
anything about a possible engine 
from looking at the mockup.

Re-engined Caravan and 
Turbo Skylane JT-A 

Under the new leadership of 
CEO Scott Ernest, Cessna has 
accelerated new product intro-
ductions. A welcome announce-
ment at AirVenture was that the 
single-engine Grand Caravan 
turboprop is finally getting a 
bigger engine. The Grand Car-
avan EX came as no surprise to 
companies such as Blackhawk 
Modifications and Texas Tur-
bine Conversions, which offer 
their own engine upgrades for 
the “baby” and Grand Cara-
vans. The EX features a Pratt 
& Whitney Canada PT6A-
140, a new engine that retains 
Cessna’s signature single Car-
avan exhaust outlet. P&WC 
announced that the new engine 
has already received Transport 
Canada type certification. 

The EX’s PT6A-140 deliv-
ers 867 shp, up from the Grand 
Caravan’s 675 shp, according to 
Caravan business leader Lannie 

O’Bannion. This boosts the 
Grand Caravan’s rate of climb 
by 20 percent, lowers takeoff 
roll by 350 feet and adds 10 to 
12 knots cruise speed (without 
the cargo pod). The new engine 
basically bolts onto the Grand 
Caravan, O’Bannion explained, 
which has helped to keep down 
the cost of the mod. The EX 
costs $150,000 more than the 
current Grand Caravan. All 
lighting on the EX is updated 
with LED lights, he added.

“This is something that Cessna 
needed to do,” said Jim Allmon, 
president and CEO of Blackhawk 
Modifications. “The airplane def-
initely needed to be upgraded  
to a bigger engine.” Blackhawk 
has delivered about 20 Grand 
Caravans upgraded with an 
850-shp PT6A-42A, which has 
dual exhaust stacks. Blackhawk 
received the STC for the upgrade 
about 10 months ago.

Texas Turbines has  delivered 
35 Caravan upgrades, using 
the Honeywell TPE331-10 or 
-12, flat-rated to 900 shp. The 
company received the STC for 

EMBRAER SUPER TUCANO

Embraer’s EMB-314 Super Tucano shared space at the Brazilian 
manufacturer’s AirVenture display with a Phenom 100 and 300 and 
attracted a lot of visitor attention. This particular Super Tucano is being 
leased by Tactical Air Support, which uses it to support military train-
ing contracts. “We’re pleased to present the aircraft at Oshkosh,” said 
Taco Gilbert, vice president of business development for Sierra Nevada, 
which is prime contractor on a team that includes Embraer and Boeing 
in a bid to win the U.S. Air Force Light Air Support contract. The Super 
Tucano is competing against Hawker Beechcraft’s AT-6 Texan II. While 
the Sierra Nevada-led team was awarded the contract last December, 
a Hawker Beechcraft lawsuit resulted in the Air Force asking the com-
petitors to rebid. Both companies submitted their bids in June, and the 
Air Force is expected to make a decision in January. The contract is for 
an initial batch of 20 aircraft for the Afghan Air Force, including train-
ing and logistics support. During AirVenture, I had an opportunity to fly 
the Super Tucano with Tactical Air Support pilot Gerry Gallop. (See AIN 
October for a full report on the flight.) n

Fang Tieji, chairman of Jilin Hanxing 
Group, plans to expand Glasair’s 
market in China.

The diesel-powered Cessna Turbo 
Skylane JT-A will replace the  
avgas-powered Turbo 182 in next year’s 
second quarter. A 230-hp SMA engine 
delivers a max cruise of 155 knots.

Cessna gave visitors the chance to weigh in on a prospective single-engine 
turboprop mockup, evaluating comfort, performance and level of interest.

� Continues on page 42 u 

Record heat and a few passing thunderstorms did 
little to dampen the enthusiasm of Oshkosh visitors.

uContinued from preceding page

40 Aviation International News • September 2012 • www.ainonline.com

©
 2

01
2 

A
IN

 P
ub

lic
at

io
ns

. A
ll 

R
ig

ht
s 

R
es

er
ve

d.
 F

or
 R

ep
rin

ts
 g

o 
to

 w
w

w
.a

in
on

lin
e.

co
m

.

http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/nbaa-convention-news/2011-10-11/caravan-re-engine-pack-grows
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/nbaa-convention-news/2011-10-11/caravan-re-engine-pack-grows
http://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/nbaa-convention-news/2011-10-11/caravan-re-engine-pack-grows
www.ainonline.com


the Grand Caravan conver-
sion two-and-a-half  years ago, 
according to president Bobby 
Bishop. As for the higher-power 
Grand Caravan EX, he said, “it 
was about time.”

The EX is due for certifica-
tion and entry into service in the 
fourth quarter.

Also at Oshkosh, Cessna un-
veiled the new diesel-powered 
Turbo Skylane JT-A, which re-
places the avgas-powered Tur-
bo 182 when deliveries begin in 
next year’s second quarter. The 
JT-A’s engine is a 230-hp SMA 
diesel, delivering 155-knot max 

cruise at 11 gph. Price of the 
JT-A, which runs on jet-A, will 
be $515,000, versus $443,000 
for the avgas Turbo 182.  
According to Jeff   Umscheid,  
single-engine aircraft business 
leader, Cessna leadership “is  
extremely supportive. They’re 
really encouraging us to look  
into technologies and bring 
new things to market.”

Continental Motors is also 
moving ahead with diesel engine 
development and plans to certify 
a 200- to 250-hp engine later this 
year. Plans for smaller and larger 
diesels are also in the works.

Kestrel Aircraft
Alan Klapmeier is confident 

that Kestrel Aircraft, which needs 
to raise more funds to bring its 
single-engine turboprop to mar-
ket, will achieve certification and 
entry into service. At AirVenture, 
Kestrel displayed a new mockup 
of the airplane’s fuselage, featur-
ing larger windows and a unique 
fold-out toilet concealed beneath 
a cabinet in the aft cabin. 

Klapmeier emphasized that 
the Kestrel project is going to 
come to market. “I’m comfort-
able that it’s doable,” he said. 
“It’s not highly risky. We’re mak-
ing good progress toward our 
goals.” He acknowledged that 
there are delays in financing, 
which has resulted in a “slightly 
smaller engineering team.” The 
next big step for Kestrel is to 
build tooling to manufacture a 
conforming prototype. This is a 
key step, because once the design 
is frozen and tooling made, 
composite parts for the produc-
tion airplanes can be manufac-
tured on that same tooling. 

The Kestrel turboprop pro-
gram is still subject to refine-
ment, but the basic specs are 
a 320-knot cruise speed and 
roughly $3 million price tag.

D-Jet 
Diamond Aircraft brought 

D-Jet prototype S/N 003 to 
EAA AirVenture, displaying 
publicly for the first time the 
jet’s new upswept wingtips. “At 
this point the aerodynamic con-
figuration is frozen,” said Dia-
mond president and CEO Peter 
Maurer. The new wingtips have 
“a positive effect on the stall 
speed and roll control, but also 
the overall aesthetics,” he added. 

The D-Jet program, which 
received new funding after 
Dubai’s Medrar Financial 
Group bought a majority share 
of Diamond’s Canadian oper-
ations late last year, has made 
progress recently. Flight-test time 
is about 700 hours. “Our recent 
flights have focused on verify-
ing compliance with the FAR 
23 flight requirements,” Mau-
rer said, “specifically handling, 
stability and control through-
out the weight-and-balance 
envelope, tests of stall speeds 

and stall characteristics at vari-
ous weight-and-balance points 
and with different system con-
figurations, basic system testing, 
expansion of the speed envelope 
to Mmo of 0.56 (346 ktas), and 
much detail  development work, 
such as fine tuning the control 
forces and determination of the 
stick pusher activation point.” 

Construction of S/N 004 pro-
duction tooling is under way. 
After that D-Jet flies, certifica-
tion should take a year. Deliver-
ies are now planned for the third 
 quarter of 2014.

Kit makers 
meet with 
NTSB rep 
to discuss  
new rules

Board members from the 
NTSB typically show up at 
Oshkosh, but this year chairman 
Deborah Hersman held a pub-
lic forum to discuss the results 
of a study of experimental ama-
teur-built (E-AB) aircraft safety. 
The result of the year-long study 
was 12 recommendations to the 
FAA and four to the EAA. One 
of the key recommendations was 
for better transition training for 
pilots flying an E-AB aircraft 
that is new to them. This was 
based on the NTSB’s examina-
tion of 2011 E-AB accidents, 10 

percent of which took place dur-
ing the first flight. The NTSB rec-
ommendation is a good idea, but 
unfortunately, FAA regulations 
do not permit rental of E-AB 
aircraft nor a flight instructor 
to fly along with the builder in a 
new E-AB aircraft for the first 40 
hours. It is difficult for pilots to 
find an airplane of the type they 
are building to fly and prepare 
for flight testing.

In recognition of the bene-
fits of transition training, the 
FAA issued a letter of deviation 
authority to Chesapeake Sport 
Pilot to provide pilot train-
ing in Progressive Aerodyne’s 
Searey amphibian. This will 
allow Searey builders to learn 
how to fly a Searey before they 
take off on their first test flight. 
The E-AB community hopes the 
FAA will extend this authority 
to other kit aircraft types.

Dick VanGrunsven, presi-
dent of kit builder Vans Aircraft, 
has joined with other kit manu-
facturers who are concerned 
about the NTSB’s safety rec-
ommendations to form the Air-
craft Kit Industry Association 
(AKIA). The new association’s 
“mission is to represent air-
craft kit manufacturers, design-
ers, suppliers and supporters 
with a unified voice in the pro-
motion and safety of the aircraft 
kit industry.” AKIA members 
were disappointed that kit man-
ufacturers were not represented 
at meetings held earlier this year 
between the FAA and EAA to 
discuss E-AB safety issues.  

The impetus behind the for-
mation of AKIA was to offer 
“a common voice for issues 
that affect the industry,” Van-
Grunsven explained. “A lot 
of our discussions have boiled 
down to safety being a prime 
concern. You can’t grow if you 
don’t have an image of being 
reasonably safe. The NTSB has 
done more accurate studies, and 
the stats are not good. We’ve 
got to improve that.”

VanGrunsven added that the 
kit-manufacturing companies 
haven’t had “a unified voice. 
We’re hoping for great things, 
particularly safety. My target 
would be a 50-percent reduc-
tion [of E-AB accidents in five 
years].” The safety record of 
the Vans Aircraft fleet is bet-
ter than that, but VanGrunsven 
wants to see the entire E-AB 
community’s safety improve. 
“I think we can set aggressive 
goals and go for it.” o
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EAA LAUNCHES EAGLE FLIGHT PROGRAM

At AirVenture EAA kicked off the next step in its efforts to encourage 
people to learn to fly, Eagle Flights. A follow-on program to the youth-
oriented Young Eagles program, Eagle Flights is aimed at introducing 
adults to aviation. Orientation flights flown by volunteer EAA member 
pilots under the Eagle Flights program will be free for recipients. EAA will 
supply registration material, structure and additional insurance coverage, 
according to the association. EAA vice president of chapters and youth 
education Jeff Skiles will coordinate the Eagle Flights Program. 

The Young Eagles program has introduced about 1.6 million chil-
dren to aviation. “In 2012 we are celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
Young Eagles,” Skiles said, “which was launched at Oshkosh in 1992 
and has created thousands of pilots in the past two decades. We’re 
confident that Eagle Flights will be a similar pathway for thousands of 
adults who want to pursue their dreams of flight.”  n

ASPEN CERTIFIES CONNECTED PANEL

The Aspen Avionics Connected Pilot system has received TSO 
approval from the FAA and the first supplemental type certificate on 
August 13. Connected Pilot is the first in Aspen’s Connected Panel 
product line and allows iPads to send data such as flight plans and 
radio frequencies to panel-mounted avionics and to use data from the 
installed avionics. The system consists of an Aspen CG100 box, soft-
ware and Aspen’s Flight Connect iPad app, and it currently works with 
Aspen Evolution flight displays, although plans are to add other avi-
onics, including Bendix/King’s KSN 770. Connected Panel can also 
be used for synchronizing and entering flight plans between Garmin 
400/500-series navigators and iPad flight planning apps. Twenty 
companies are developing Connected Panel products, including app-
makers ForeFlight, Hilton Software (WingX) and Jeppesen and avionics 
manufacturers Avidyne, Bendix/King, PS Engineering and J.P. Instru-
ments and others, and the list of new capabilities should soon grow 
rapidly. “We will see truly amazing Connected Pilot apps,” predicts 
Brad Hayden, Aspen vice president of marketing. n

In addition to small general 
aviation aircraft, visitors have 
the chance to get up close and 
personal with heavies, such 
as this USAF C-17 transport.

The Diamond D-Jet’s newly added 
upswept wingtips have “a positive effect” 
on the stall speed and roll control, as 
well as on the overall aesthetics, of the 
aircraft, according to company president 
and CEO Peter Maurer.

Dick VanGrunsven, president 
of kit builder Vans Aircraft, is 
among those concerned about 
recommendations for E-AB aircraft.

uContinued from page 40
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